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Trustee Elections 

By Wayne Rush 

The deadline for declaring candidacy for the May 16
th

 election for the Emmett 

Independent School District School Board is quickly approaching. Those who wish to run for 

school board have until 5:00 p.m. on March 17
th

 to turn their Declaration of Candidacy form in 

to the Emmett School District Office. Emmett, as one of three charter districts in Idaho, elects 

school board members in an “at-large” election. There are no zones in which candidates must 

live in to run for office. The three candidates with the greatest number of votes are elected to the 

board.   

Emmett Independent School District is a Charter District because we were established in 

1885, five years before Idaho became a state. We were authorized by a charter that was written 

by the Territorial Legislature. This charter law still governs how we conduct our elections for 

school board members. 

Emmett School District residents wanting to run for a school board trustee position must 

complete a Declaration of Candidacy, have it notarized, and then obtain a minimum of 5 

signatures from Gem County registered voters on the Petition of Candidacy form. The signatures 

are then verified at the Gem County Clerk’s office before the form is returned to the Emmett 

School District Office. 

This is also the first year that School Board members fall under the Idaho Sunshine Law 

which requires reporting of the funds raised and used in the campaign. Candidates for School 

Board must appoint a treasurer and complete an Appointment and Certification of Political 

Treasurer for Candidate form. This form has to be submitted to the Gem County Clerk’s office 

before the other forms are submitted. If you have questions about the requirements of the 

Sunshine Law, the Gem County Clerk’s office is able to provide the necessary information.  

Forms may be picked up at the Gem County Clerk’s office, Emmett School District 

Office at 400 S Pine Street in Emmett, or online at the Secretary of State’s website. If you would 

like to learn more about being a school board member or have any other questions about the 

process, please call Emmett School District at (208) 365-6301. 


